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mercial supremacy to pass elsewhere. At present, Spain, Greece and
Italy are the only southern states which possess any considerable
merchant marines, or which are active in foreign trade.

The characteristics just described are possessed only by those terri-
tories in close proximity to the Mediterranean. Adjoining these are
transition zones, within which are to be found conditions typical of
both the south and neighboring portions of the continent. Thus eastern
Yugoslavia and northern Bulgaria closely resemble adjoining portions
of eastern Europe, while the Po Basin and parts of northern Spain
contain many human and physical conditions typical of northwestern
Europe. These regions will be considered as a part of southern Europe
because the nations within W7hich they are situated are physically or
historically closely linked to the south.